A PERIOD OF ARMED TRUCE

standing above the social classes (nadklasovaya) and in denying it a
special sociohistorical role. Reza Shah, asserted Gurko-Kriazhin, was
allied with the so-called progressive bloc and carried out a number
of far-reaching reforms. On the other hand, his struggle against the
feudal nobility, the clergy, and the British should not be overlooked.
Although the establishment by Reza Shah of the new Pahlavi dynasty
was a manifestation of "Bonapartism," nevertheless this did not de-
tract from the basic fact that the coup marked the beginning of the
capitalist epoch. "Summing up our remarks," wrote Gurko-Kriazhin,
"we can observe the politico-economic weakening of the class of
landed nobility and the simultaneous strengthening of the com-
mercial capital, which penetrates at the present time into industry
and into village economy." 9

Another author, Iransky (a pseudonym), whose name appears in
many Soviet and Comintern publications over a quarter of a century
on the subject o[ Iran, expressed a similar view. Praising Reza Khan
as a "plebeian" and a "former trooper," Iransky made it clear that
the new regime was a welcome step toward the transformation of
Iranian society. "A strong central state authority," he wrote in Novy
Vostok, "relying on a unified national army, assures commercial, in-
dustrial, and cultural development of Persia and secures her transi-
tion from the feudal into the new forms of economic and political
existence." 10

This view on Rcza's regime was supported by another writer, hid-
ing his identity under the pseudonym Irandust. In the article "Re-
marks on the Change of Regime in Persia," the latter stated that
there was in Russia a greatly increased interest in Iranian affairs due
to the dynastic coup. He stressed the necessity of "detailed analysis
of the character of the Persian coup" because "a defective theoreti-
cal analysis may lead to harmful practical conclusions." He took
issue with Vissanov concerning the priority of agrarian revolution.
Vissanov, stated Irandust, based his prescription for agrarian revolu-
tion on the theses of die Baku Congress of Oriental Peoples of

9V. A. Gurko-Kriazhin, "Kriticheskiye Razmyshlenia o Perevorotie v Persyi"
(reply to Vissanov), Novy Voslok, no. 15, pp. 17-34-

10 "Cinq ans de rapports du Gouvernement Sovietiste avec la Perse," Part II,

ATnr/y Vostok, IV, 2l8.
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